
EDINBURGH GROUP 
DOUNREAY PARTICLES MEETING 
 
Date:  Monday 16th July 2007 
Time:  1130 hours to 1430 hours 
Location: Carlton Hotel, Edinburgh 
 
Present: Elizabeth Gray  Scottish Executive Chair 
  Sandra Jack   Scottish Executive 
  Arthur Johnston  Scottish Executive 
  Byron Tilly   SEPA 
  Paul Dale   SEPA/DPAG 
  Peter Kayes   Advisor to Highland Council 
  Randall Bargelt  NDA 
  Bill Fernie   Particles Consultation Steering Group 
  Alex Elliott   COMARE 
  Phil Cartwright   UKAEA 
  Joe Toole   UKAEA 
  June Love   UKAEA 
 
Apologies: Ian Hall   Scottish Executive 
  George Hunter  SEPA 
  Keith Boddy   DPAG 
  Ian Hargrave   Highland Council 
  David Welham   Health Protection Agency 
  Will Munro   Food Standards Agency 
 

MINUTES 
 
1. WELCOME 
Elizabeth Gray welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
2. MINUTES OF MARCH 2007 MEETING 
Amendments to the minutes were received from Highland Council and accepted   No 
other amendments were raised. 
 
Action(July 07)01:  SECRETARY TO AMEND MINUTES TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF 
HIGHLAND COUNCIL COMMENTS.  Action complete – minutes amended and 
circulated for final approval on 17th July 2007. 
 
3. PROGRESS ON ACTIONS 
 
Please see list of actions attached.  Following discussion of the actions new actions 
as follows were assigned: 
 
Following completion of the 3rd re-assurance survey of Dunnet beach a review of the 
wording for the signs at the beach would be undertaken with the landowners. 
 
ACTION:  (July07)02:  UKAEA TO REVIEW WORDING FOR SIGNS AT DUNNET 
BEACH BY THE END OF SEPTEMBER 2007. 
 
It was noted that UKAEA’s response to DPAG’s third report had not been circulated 
to members of this group.  
 



ACTION: (July07)03:   UKAEA TO PROVIDE THEIR RESPONSE TO DPAG’S 
THIRD REPORT TO ALL MEMBERS BY 21ST JULY. 
 
ACTION: (July07)04:  DPAG TO CONSIDER HOW SEPA/UKAEA’S RESPONSES 
WILL BE MADE PUBLICLY AVAILABLE 
 
It was noted that the preliminary BPEO would be drafted in time for the External 
Consultation Steering Group meeting which would be held on 14th August 2007. 
 
COMARE noted that they had no contact with the NDA Chair of Epidemiology. 
 
ACTION (JULY07)05:  NDA TO ENSURE CHAIR OF EPIDEMIOLOGY CONTACTS 
COMARE TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON COMARE STUDIES. 
 
SEPA confirmed that they would be looking to review the monitoring programme for 
inclusion with the new authorisation once the transfer process had taken place.  The 
timescale was likely to be over the next 3 years. 
 
UKAEA had provided SEPA with a draft of a more detailed plan, covering all particle 
related monitoring based on the lifetime plan up to 2027. 
 
It was noted that it would be important to continually review the work programme to 
allow changes to be made reflect the results of monitoring. 
 
ACTION (JULY07)06:  SEPA/UKAEA TO PROVIDE A METHOD FOR REVIEWING 
THE WORK PLAN FOR MONITORING AT THE NEXT MEETING. 
 
Highland Council asked if a programme could be provided to detail the reason for 
monitoring, ie whether it was for reassurance, statutory or research.  It was noted 
that while off-shore work was ongoing, reassurance monitoring at Sandside beach 
had not taken place for sometime due to access being declined by the landowner.    
 
DPAG confirmed that there were clearly defined aims and objectives which defined 
the monitoring programme.  . 
 
ACTION(JULY07)07:  UKAEA TO PROVIDE A ONE PAGE SUMMARY FOR 
MONITORING DEFINING WHETHER IT IS FOR STATUTORY, REASSURANCE 
OR RESEARCH PURPOSES. 
 
It was noted that all minutes would be made publicly available on the UKAEA’s 
website. 
 
ACTION (JULY07)08:  UKAEA TO MAKE MINUTES OF ALL MEETINGS 
AVAILABLE ON THE UKAEA’S WEBSITE. 
 
4. SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE UPDATE 
It was noted that the Scottish Government did not endorse the consultation document 
published on 25 June 2007 on implementation of geological disposal. It continues to 
work with UK government and other Devolved Administrations, on Radioactive Waste 
Management policy and on the new CoRWM.  
 
5. NDA UPDATE 
NDA noted that they expected a response to the government’s spending review in 
September/October which will provide a funding basis.   



A re-organisation of NDA was currently taking place and it was expected that a new 
team will be in place for the Dounreay site shortly.  NDA continue to work closely with 
the Dounreay site. 
 
ACTION (JULY07)09:  NDA TO PROVIDE ORGANISATION CHART TO ALL 
MEMBERS ONCE CONFIRMED. 
 
6. DPAG UPDATE 
DPAG noted that their next meeting would take place on 17th July.  It was not 
envisaged that the group would continue following production of its 4th report 
expected to be available in summer 2008.   
 
DPAG expressed regret that access had been denied from Sandside beach resulting 
in a gap in the research information especially with the trend of finds earlier in the 
year.  It was noted that the gap in information had the potential to delay the 4th report 
since it was felt that at least a further 3 surveys would be required to gather the 
necessary information. 
 
It was further noted that DPAG had assisted in the COMARE beach trials. 
 
7. COMARE UPDATE 
COMARE noted that the next meeting of its Dounreay Working Group would be held 
on Wed 19th July. 
 
The Chair of COMARE had written to Sandside estate requesting access to the 
beach to carry out field trials on the performance of the monitoring vehicle.   
 
COMARE regards it as extremely regrettable that access was declined both for the 
trials and routine monitoring at a time when the data was necessary to enable DPAG 
and COMARE to provide sound advice to Government. 
 
Both private landowners at Dunnet beach had given permission, at short notice, to 
allow access to the beach to carry out trials.  It was noted that The Highland Council 
had refused access to Dunnet Beach for the trials due to concerns about the public 
perception.  Preliminary data suggests that the groundhog vehicle performed well 
under trial conditions.  The data would be reviewed by COMARE/DPAG and 
published shortly. 
 
COMARE wished to record its thanks to UKAEA and to the landowners who gave  
their permission at such short notice and to the drivers of the monitoring vehicles who 
were extremely helpful over the two day testing. 
 
Following a query it was confirmed that the area selected at Dunnet had similar 
characteristics, including radiation background, to those at Sandside. 
 
ACTION (JULY07)10:  COMARE TO PROVIDE RESULTS OF BEACH TRIALS 
WHEN PROCESSED. 
 
8. UKAEA UPDATE 
See Appendix 1 for UKAEA presentation – topics discussed were: 
 

• BPEO progress 

• Beach monitoring update 

• Beach surveys March – July 



• Frequency of monitoring at Sandside – Nov 2002 to Dec 2006 

• Development and testing of improved beach monitoring. 

• Remotely operated vehicle mapping 2007 

• Off-shore retrieval trials 

• Investigations at old diffuser 2007 

• Testing for particle dissolution 

• Measurements of particle density 
 

It was noted that the off-shore mapping was ongoing and this may require some 
movement of creels from Sandside Bay.  
 
Previous mapping studies had been undertaken by divers, but it was confirmed that 
the remotely operated vehicle (ROV) and the diver capability was comparable.  While 
the ROV was being utilised divers were on standby to recover any particles, west of 
the diffuser, where activity was predicted to be in the ‘significant’ category. Results 
from the ROV surveys are not presently placed on the registers of particle finds 
maintained on the UKAEA Web site.   The reasons for this were queried.   The view 
was expressed that, logically, the details of ROV finds should be included in these 
registers along with other particle archive data wherever possible.      
 
The work on the old diffuser had started, using a video camera to examine of one of 
the risers.  This would be fully discussed at the DPAG meeting.  
 
It was queried, in light of potential further work, whether summer 2008 for the final 
DPAG report was realistic.  It was felt that this could be achieved, subject to 
completion of at least 3 surveys at Sandside. 
 
Monitoring of Reay Golf course had slowed down to allow completion of the Dunnet 
beach survey.  A different vehicle type for the golf course was now being constructed 
and a new unit would be ready soon for this survey.  Re-assurance monitoring on 
Melvich beach started today and is expected to be completed within a week. 
 
ACTION(JULY07)11:  UKAEA TO UPDATE ROV MAPPING REPORT ON 
PARTICLES WHEN FURTHER DATA IS AVAILABLE AND TO CONSIDER 
INCLUSION OF ROV DATA IN THE WEB BASED PARTICLE FIND REGISTERS. 
 
ACTION(JULY07)12:  UKAEA TO PROVIDE UPDATE ON WORK ON OLD 
DIFFUSER AT NEXT MEETING. 
 
9. SEPA UPDATE 
SEPA advised: 
 

• oversight of the UKAEA monitoring programme would now be treated as a 
routine regulatory activity and had been moved from Paul Dale into Byron Tilly’s 
inspection team. 

• it had commented on UKAEA’s proposed work for the old diffuser. 

• it was maintaining good contact with UKAEA. 

• it welcomed COMARE’s work and the support of the private landowners for 
allowing access to the beach. 

 
10. HIGHLAND COUNCIL UPDATE 
 



HC welcomed  COMARE’s work in calibrating GroundHog Evolution EV2 (Digital 
Version), thereby demonstrating improved detection capabilities of the system.  HC  
will continue to monitor the work programme. 
 
11. FOOD STANDARDS AGENCY UPDATE 
No attendee and no update provided. 
 
It was noted that the Food Standards Agency is currently reviewing the exclusion 
zone.   
 
ACTION(JULY07)14:  SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE TO ASK FSA FOR UPDATE ON 
REVIEW OF FISHING EXCLUSION ZONE. 
 
12. HEALTH PROTECTION AGENCY UPDATE 
No attendee and no update provided. 
 
13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Questions and answers:  It was agreed that this document needed to be split into two 
sections to separate out the more technical questions addressed.  It was agreed that 
a further draft would be circulated for final comment before it would be ready to be 
used to respond to queries. 
 
It was noted that the proceedings from the Nairn conference on particles held in 2005 
would be published in September this year. 
 
It was agreed that there is a need to continue with these meetings as participants 
recognised their usefulness They provided an opportunity to ensure that all 
agencies/organisations were co-ordinated in their approach and programmes of 
work. 
 
ACTION (JULY07)13: ALL ATTENDEES TO ENSURE THAT DEPUTY 
ARRANGEMENTS ARE IN PLACE TO ATTEND MEETINGS OR AT LEAST 
PROVIDE A WRITTEN UPDATE IN TIME FOR MEETINGS. 
 
ACTION(JULY07)15:  SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE TO ISSUE FINAL DRAFT OF 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
 
ACTION(JULY07)16:  ALL MEMBERS TO PROVIDE FINAL COMMENTS ON 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ONCE DRAFT IS FINALISED. 
 
ACTION(JULY07)17:  UKAEA TO CONFIRM DATE OF PUBLICATION. 
 
14.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING. 
 
The date of the next meeting to be some time in November 2007 – date ,time and 
venue to be confirmed. 
 
ACTION(JULY07)18:  UKAEA TO CONFIRM VENUE AND TIME FOR NOVEMBER 
MEETING.  
 
 
Dounreay Particles Group 
20th July 2007



APPENDIX 1 – UPDATE BY UKAEA, DOUNREAY 
 



















CURRENT LIST OF ACTIONS 
 
Ref Action Action on Action due 

ACTIONS ONGOING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

(Oct06)02 
Complete 

Update technical resume and circulate to 
members 

UKAEA 27th July 07 

(Mar07)15 Consider how to respond on particles 
beach monitoring in relation to the 
radioactively contaminated land regulations 

SEPA November 07 

(Mar07)22 Consult with SEPA on landfill 42 and 
provided update at next meeting. 

NDA/UKAEA November  07 

(Mar07)25 
Complete 

Provide comments on previous minutes. All members 31
st
 July 07 

(Mar07)26 
Complete 

Add COMARE meeting dates to work 
programme 

UKAEA 31
st
 July 07 

 NEW ACTIONS ARISING FROM THIS MEETING 

(July07)01 Amend March 2007 minutes to take 
Highland Council’s comments into account. 

UKAEA 17
th
 July 07 

(July07)02 Review wording for signs at Dunnet beach 
with landowners 

UKAEA End Sept 07 

(July07)03 Provide copy of response to DPAG’s third 
report to all members 

UKAEA 21
st
 July 07 

(July07)04 Consider how SEPA and UKAEA’s 
response to DPAG third report will be 
made publicly available. 

DPAG November 07 

(July07)05 Ensure NDA Chair of Epidemiology 
contacts COMARE to receive update on 
COMARE studies. 

NDA 31
st
 July 07 

(July07)06 To provide a method for reviewing the work 
plan for monitoring. 

SEPA/UKAEA November 07 

(July07)07 Provide one page summary for monitoring 
defining whether it is for statutory, 
reassurance or research purposes. 

UKAEA November 07 

(July07)08 
Complete 

Post minutes of meetings on website. UKAEA 17th Aug 07 

(July07)09 Provide NDA organisation chart/list of 
contacts for Dounreay site 

NDA When finalised. 

(July07)10 Provide results of beach trials when 
processed. 

COMARE 31
st
 Aug 07

 

(July07)11 Update ROV mapping report on particles 
when further data is available and to 
consider inclusion of ROV data in the web 
based particle find registers. 

UKAEA 10
th
 Aug 07 

(July07)12 Update on work at old diffuser UKAEA November 07 

(July07)13 Ensure that deputy arrangements are in 
place to attend meetings or at least to 
provide a written update in time for 
meetings. 

All members End of October  07 

(July07)14 Ask FSA for update on review of fishing 
exclusion zone. 

SE 20 September  07 

(July07)15 Re-issue final draft of questions and 
answers 

SE 20 September 07 

(July07)16 Provide final comments on questions and 
answers once final draft is circulated. 

All members 10 October 07 

(July07)17 Provide confirmation of date for publication 
of Nairn conference proceedings. 

UKAEA  

(July07)18 Provide date, time and venue for next 
meeting  

UKAEA  



 
 
 
 
Actions completed since last meeting (March 2007) 
 

• (Oct06)04/(Mar07)02: UKAEA to set up a meeting (after DPAG report) with 
Highland Council, SEPA and the Health Board to discuss issues relating to signs 
at Dunnet beach.  Action complete – following meetings Highland Council 
has removed the signs from Dunnet beach.  It should be noted that signs 
remain on private landowners land. 

 

• (Mar07)01:  Sign at Dunnet beach needs replaced. Action complete – sign 
replaced on 27th March 2007. 

 

• (Mar07)03:  SEPA to confirm that it is content with transfer of assets.  Action 
complete – meetings had taken place with NDA and discussions were still 
ongoing. 

 

• (Mar07)04:  SEPA to ensure relevant personnel are aware of meetings taking 
place with NDA on asset transfers.  Action complete. 

 

• (Mar07)05:  UKAEA and SEPA to provide DPAG Secretary with formal comments 
on DPAG’s Third Report.  Action complete: formal comments from SEPA and 
UKAEA have been sent. 

 

• (Mar07)06:  UKAEA to ensure all DPAG members are added to the distribution 
list of those people alerted following a particle find.  Action complete. 

 

• (Mar07)07:  UKAEA to provide electronic copy of UKAEA’s presentation.  Action 
complete. 

 

• (Mar07)08:  UKAEA to circulate Sandside beach height report to all members. 
Action complete. 

 

• (Mar07)09:  SEPA to provide advice as to whether there is any other 
environmental impacts from operating additional monitoring vehicles.  Action 
complete – SEPA advised that it was highly unlikely that serious adverse 
environmental impact would occur with the use of additional vehicles 
because of the dynamics of the beach.  

 

• (Mar07)10:  UKAEA to ensure Marine laboratory and Crown Estate are aware of 
off-shore trials.  Action complete – UKAEA confirmed that both organisations 
were aware of off-shore work proposed.. 

 

• (Mar07)11:  UKAEA to ensure off-shore trials are reported within NDA dashboard 
report.  Action complete – UKAEA Programme Department will ensure this 
is done. 

 

• (Mar07)12:  UKAEA and NDA to ensure funding is available to cover the full 
scope of work.  Action complete – scope of work and funding is included in 
lifetime plan 
 



• (Mar07)13:  Scottish Executive to respond to SEPA on discharge authorisation 
variation by the end of May.  Action complete. 
 

• (Mar07)16:  SEPA to confirm if there are potential problems with resources and 
timescales to take BPEO work forward.  Action complete – SEPA confirmed 
that there was no resource or timescale issue. 
 

• (Mar07)17:  NDA to ensure NDA Chair of Epidemiology is aware of COMARE 
studies.  Action complete – Dr Hudson, who has responsibility for this area, 
and Donald Urquhart,  who leads for the NDA on this issue were both 
notified. 

 

• (Mar07)18:  DPAG and COMARE update to be taken together on future agendas.  
Action complete. 
 

• (Mar07)19:  SEPA to ensure all mechanisms are in place for COMARE’s beach 
trials.  Action complete – discussed under COMARE update. 
 

• (Mar07)20:  All members to comment on questions and add any further questions 
that need considered by 20th April.   Action complete – additional questions to 
address were received. 

 

• (Mar07)21:  All members to look at Questions and Answers and make comments 
on language and accuracy.  Action superceded – discussed under Any Other 
Business and new action assigned. 

 

• (Mar07)23:  UKAEA to provide Sandside signs information electronically to 
Scottish Executive.  Action complete. 

 

• (Mar07)24:  UKAEA to check availability for next meeting.  Action complete. 
 

• (Mar07)27:  UKAEA to provide list of actions and dates to members.  Action 
complete. 

 

• (Mar07)28:  UKAEA to update contacts list and recirculate.  Action complete. 
 
Actions ongoing since last meeting (March 2007) 
 

• (Oct 06)02:  UKAEA to update technical resume and circulate to members.  
UKAEA reported that this document was nearing completion and would be 
circulated shortly.  Action ongoing – document to be made available by 27th 
July. 

 

• (Mar07)14:  SEPA to review the beach monitoring programme.  Action 
superseded – new action placed. 

 

• (Mar07)15:  SEPA to consider how to respond on particles beach monitoring in 
relation to the Radioactively contaminated land regulations.  Action continues. 

 

• (Mar07)22:  NDA/UKAEA to consult with SEPA on Landfill 42. Action continues 
– discussions are ongoing and an updated will be provided at the next 
meeting. 
 



• (Mar07)25:  All members to provide comments on previous minutes.  Action 
continues. 

 

• (Mar07)26:  UKAEA to add DPAG and COMARE meeting dates into work 
programme.  Action continues – awaiting COMARE meeting dates. 

 
 


